Entamoeba histolytica and/or Entamoeba dispar: infection frequency in HIV+/AIDS patients in Mexico city.
The objective of this work was to evaluate the frequency of Entamoeba histolytica/Entamoeba dispar intestinal infection in HIV+/AIDS subjects and their HIV- close relatives or sexual partners. Enteric parasites were investigated in stool samples by microscopic examination and E. histolytica and E. dispar were identified by PCR. We found by microscopic analysis in HIV+/AIDS group that the E. histolytica/E. dispar complex was present in 5.9% of the members, while in the HIV- group was 2.9%. With PCR we found that the E. histolytica prevalence was 25.3% in the HIV+/AIDS group and 18.5% in the HIV-group. The difference in the results obtained with the microscopic and PCR is due to the different sensibility of the procedures. Besides, we found patients who were infected with E. histolytica in both groups were asymptomatic cyst passers. Our results suggest that E. histolytica strains prevalent in the studied community appear to be of low pathogenic potential.